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Tuesday 23rd Jan 2024

Today’s issue of PD
Pharmacy Daily today 

features two pages of 
pharmacy news, plus a full 
page from G&M Cosmetics.

find out how 
we can help

Transform
your

Pharmacy
Dream It | Design It | Make It Happen

+613 9429 9244
pharmacium.com.au

We design spaces which 
reflect the way you work, 
and create efficiencies 
throughout your pharmacy 
with particular emphasis 
on dispensary operations.

For Optimal 
Business 
Health. 

Learn more

Ferro-Max C
with Vitamin C to aid absorption.*
Available from Symbion, Sigma, API and CH2.  
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For use when iron deficiency or iron deficiency anaemia has been diagnosed by your 
doctor and a therapeutic iron supplement is recommended. Always read the label and 
follow the directions for use. If symptoms persist, worsen or change 
unexpectedly, talk to your health professional. *Vitamin C has been 
shown to enhance the absorption of iron when taken together.

Subsidies to study pharmacy degrees
students enrolled in 

healthcare degrees in NSW 
can apply for up to $12,000 in 
subsidies to support them in 
their studies.

Subsidies are available for 
students of pharmacy among 
several other health professions.

It is estimated the subsidies 
will support around one-third of 
health graduates over the next 
three years.

Students successful in their 
application and beginning their 
degrees will receive subsidies of 
$4,000 per year over three years.

Existing students will receive 
one-off payments of $8,000 after 
acceptance of employment for a 
position within NSW Health.

There are a limited number 
of subsidies available, and 

applications will remain open 
until all subsidies are awarded.

Students also need to make a 
five-year commitment to working 
in the NSW public health system.

Premier of NSW Chris Minns 
said, “in recent years, we’ve seen 
hard-working NSW healthcare 
workers leave for other states, 
and the competition for 
graduates is just as tough”.

“We are fulfilling our election 
commitment to recruit the next 
generation of health workers for 
the people of NSW, who rely on 
our public hospitals.”

Minns concluded by saying 
that the govt was determined to 
ensure that pharmacists, nurses, 
paramedics, doctors and other 
allied health workers are there for 
patients when they need them.

Prolia alert by FDA
The US Food and Drug 

Administration added a serious 
“boxed” warning on the 
prescribing information for 
Amgen’s drug Prolia, known to 
treat bone loss, as it increases 
the risk of severely low calcium 
levels in certain patients.

The warning comes after 
the health regulator in 2022 
started a review into the risk 
of very low blood calcium in 
patients with advanced chronic 
kidney disease, particularly 
ones on dialysis and Prolia.

NAPSA 2024 inspires future generation
The National Association of 

Pharmacy Students (NAPSA) 
Congress 2024 set the stage 
for discussions on the scope of 
practice impacting the future of 
the profession, led by Pharmacy 
Guild National President Trent 
Twomey, while National Vice 
President Helen O’Byrne presented 
to students the latest on pharmacy 
workforce issues.

Held in Hobart last week, the 
Congress conducted three dynamic 
workshops, and held a trade show 
with the grand finale being the ball.

The Society of Hospital 
Pharmacists of Australia (SHPA) 
President Tom Simpson and SHPA 
Lead Education Pharmacist Julia 
Hruz also urged for students to 
consider hospital pharmacy as a 
career by hosting the SHPA booth 
at the Congress alongside Kelvin 
Kan and Jack Dickin, SHPA Residents 
at the Royal Hobart Hospital.

NAPSA’s annual event brings 
together pharmacy students from 
round Australia and New Zealand to 
learn from those on the frontline.

Putting a spotlight on regional 
pharmacy were Life Pharmacy 
Group pharmacists Lochie Pettiford, 
Brooke Young, Bailey Stratford 
and Jack Buckley who presented 

an education session to students 
on the ‘Journey to Ownership’, 
and conducted an interactive 
workshop on how patient-centred 
professional services can drive a 
good pharmacy business.

“There was a lot of optimism 
about community pharmacy, in 
particular as students are realising 
that there are a lot of clinical 
opportunities, and they’re willing to 
engage, try new things and support 
the growth of the industry and the 
changing face of pharmacy,” said 
Lochie Pettiford, Pharmacist in 
Charge of Parkes Pharmacy.

“It’s great to see pharmacists that 
are like-minded, engaging, and 
advocating for the industry. 

“An increase in scope of practice 
is what the future generation of 
pharmacists want to see.”

“There were so many enthusiastic 
pharmacy students, excited to meet 
and learn from our experiences, 
and they wanted to gain as much 
as possible from Congress 2024,” 
said Brooke Young, pharmacist and 
part-owner of Cooleman Court 
Pharmacy in Canberra.

Young added the industry leaders 
must ensure students are “excited, 
rather than scared”, about entering 
the pharmacy profession.

“It was heartwarming hearing the 
positive impact we had on students 
as they listened to us speak about 
our journey to ownership. 

“The next generation of 
pharmacists coming through are a 
true inspiration and I look forward 
to seeing their careers progress and 
the positive impacts they may have 
on the future of our profession,” 
Young concluded.

The NAPSA Congress 2025 will be 
held next in Brisbane. JG

Discount offer
Australian Creams is 

offering pharmacies a 10% 
discount on new orders for 
its native botanicals skincare 
range of products.

See more on the back page.


